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Why are there local ordinances in Maine?



Why are local pesticide ordinances allowable 
in Maine?



2023: 31 Ordinances



2025:

35 Ordinances







Purpose of Ordinance



What does the ordinance allow and prohibit?



What is the “National List”?

7 CFR Part 205 Subpart G
§ 205.601 Synthetic substances allowed for use in organic crop production.

Examples:

As insecticides (including acaricides or mite control).

(1) Ammonium carbonate—for use as bait in insect traps only, no direct contact with 
crop or soil. 
(2) Aqueous potassium silicate (CAS #-1312-76-1)—the silica, used in the manufacture of 
potassium silicate, must be sourced from naturally occurring sand. 
(3) Boric acid—structural pest control, no direct contact with organic food or crops. 
(4) Copper sulfate—for use as tadpole shrimp control in aquatic rice production, is 
limited to one application per field during any 24-month period. 
(5) Elemental sulfur.
(6) Lime sulfur—including calcium polysulfide.
(7) Oils, horticultural—narrow range oils as dormant, suffocating, and summer oils.
(8) Soaps, insecticidal.
(9) Sticky traps/barriers.



Exemptions



Exemptions continued



Synthetic vs. Non-synthetic



Permitted and prohibited ordinance activities



Exemptions: Miticides omitted



Reporting Repetition



Enforcement Responsibility
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Multi-State
Jurisdiction

Golf course 
crosses state 
boundary of Maine 
and New Hampshire.



New 
Hampshire

Maine



Multi-
National 
Jurisdiction?

Golf course is 
entirely in Canada 
and only 
accessible from 
the United States.



U.S.A. Canada



READ

THE

LABEL!



Thank You
Questions?
A lexande r  Peacock

A lexande r . r . peaco ck@maine .gov

www. th i nk f i r s t sp ray la s t . o rg



•www.thinkfirstspraylast.org
•https://www.maine.gov/dacf/php/pesticides

http://www.thinkfirstspraylast.org/
http://www.thinkfirstspraylast.org/
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