
Georgia’s Economic Impact Study



On February 28, 2024, Georgia celebrated our 150th 
anniversary.  The Georgia Department of Agriculture, 
established in 1874, stands as the United States first 
State Department of Agriculture. 

While Georgia’s #1 industry and the Department’s 
role in supporting it have evolved tremendously in 
the years since our founding, the Department 
continues to play a vital role in supporting and 
protecting Georgia’s industry, ensuring the safety of 
our state’s food supply, and serving farmers, 
producers, and consumers in every corner of the 
state.



Source: Georgia Building Authority 

Structural Pest Control Act of 1955



UGA-GDA Research
• Georgia Structural Pest Control Act

• Research Fees 

• UGA College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences: 
Urban Entomology Structural Insect Pests Research Program



Georgia Structural Pest Control Commission 

Chris Gorecki, Chairman
Derrick Lastinger, Vice-chairman

Christy Kuriatnyk, Georgia Department of Public Health
Dr. Brian Forschler, University of Georgia

Bodine Sinyard, Adams Exterminators
Greg Holley, Zone Pest Solutions

Kim Bragg, Consumer Affairs & Protection Representative



Certification Trends
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GDA

State Funding

EPA Funding

2000 – 24 Inspectors

2024 – 10 Inspectors



Structural Pest Division
How does this help?

Strategic Planning

Resources

 Legislative Requests

 Budget

Decision-making

1. Do legislators know what we do?

2. Justification help



Derrick Lastinger
Director of Structural Pest Division
Georgia Department of Agriculture
Derrick.Lastinger@agr.Georgia.gov
404-656-2111

mailto:Derrick.Lastinger@agr.Georgia.gov
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